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HIECC E-mail Newsletter Vol. 33

(July 2026)

EEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEENENENNENENEENENENNENE
The HIECC Newsletter provides useful information about
Hokkaido, as well as employment, and Japanese language
study in the prefecture, not only to foreign students and
residents living in Hokkaido, but also to foreign residents

who had lived in the prefecture.
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1. Useful information about Hokkaido
Information from Municipalities: Abashiri City,
Ishikari City, Eniwa City, Kushiro City, Sunagawa City,
Takikawa City, Engaru Town, Kuchan Town and

Asahikawa International Committee.

Information from Abashiri City

An international exchange event for everyone—foreign
residents and Japanese, adults and children alike—will be
held at the Okhotsk Culture Exchange Center in Abashiri!
Admission is free, and you can exprience both Japanese
and international cultures. Please note that advance
registration is required for the cooking program.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Date & Time: Sunday, July 26, 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
For more information, please visit the official Abashiri City
website:
https://www.city.abashiri.hokkaido.jp/soshiki/27/10061.ht
ml

Information from Ishikari City

(1) Nihongo Salon Heartful

Ishikari City, in cooperation with the Ishikari International
Association, presents “Nihongo Salon Heartful” events,
where people from overseas can learn Japanese while
interacting with local residents through conversation and
games. Come and join

the event!

Date and time: 2nd and 4th Thursdays from May to
October, 18:30 to 20:30 (2 hours)

Eligibility: Foreign nationals living or working in Ishikari
City Fee: Free

For details & to apply, please visit the following website.
http://www.npoiia.jp/link4.html  (in Japanese)

(2) World Festival 2026 in Ishikari
This is an international exchange event where many


https://www.city.abashiri.hokkaido.jp/soshiki/27/10061.html
https://www.city.abashiri.hokkaido.jp/soshiki/27/10061.html
http://www.npoiia.jp/link4.html

Japanese citizens and people from overseas gather. This
year is the 24nd time it is held. There will be stage
presentations by Japanese and international participants, as
well as game time. Visitors can learn about different
countries at individual booths and experience Japanese
culture such as calligraphy, paper folding, and kimono
wearing. You can enjoy traveling around the world. Come
and join the event!

Date and time: October 25 (Sun.), 12:00 — 16:00

Place: Ishikari City Hanakawa Kita Community Center
(Hanakawa-kita 3-jo 2-chome 198-1, Ishikari)
Admission: 200 yen for adults, 100 yen for elementary
school students, free for infants

Inquiries: Ishikari International Association (I1A)

Phone: 0133-62-9200

E-mail: iia@dream.ocn.ne.jp
http://www.npoiia.jp/wf.html  (in Japanese)

Information from Eniwa City

(1) Eniwa City Foreign Residents Consultation Desk
This consultation desk is available for foreign residents
living in Eniwa City who need advice or assistance with
daily life or other concerns.

Consultations are available in Japanese and English. For
other languages, a translation device is used to provide
support.

Tel: +81-123-33-3131 (Extensions: 2346, 4710)

Email: kokusai@city.eniwa.hokkaido.jp

(2) Nihongo Hiroba “Eniwa”

Japanese Language Plaza "Eniwa" is a free Japanese
language salon run by the Eniwa Foreign Residents Support
Club, a volunteer group of local residents.

Participants can practice conversational Japanese, enjoy
games, and interact with local community members in a
relaxed and friendly environment.

The salon is held twice a month.

For more information, visit the City of Eniwa website:
https://www.city.eniwa.hokkaido.jp/kurashi/shiseijoho/shi

maitoshi_yukotoshi_kokusaikoryu/gaikokugojoho/benkyou
/21382 .html

(3) Eniwa Multicultural Festa 2026

An event will be held where people from overseas and local
residents can interact with each other. Visitors can enjoy
stage events, experience Japanese culture, and enjoy cuisine
from around the world. Come and join the event.

-Date & Time: October 18(sun), 2026, 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
-Venue: Hanafuru — Flower Tourism Center

(828-3 Minamishimamatsu, Eniwa, Hokkaido)


http://www.npoiia.jp/wf.html
https://www.city.eniwa.hokkaido.jp/kurashi/shiseijoho/shimaitoshi_yukotoshi_kokusaikoryu/gaikokugojoho/benkyou/21382.html
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https://www.city.eniwa.hokkaido.jp/kurashi/shiseijoho/shimaitoshi_yukotoshi_kokusaikoryu/gaikokugojoho/benkyou/21382.html

Please note that the date, time, or venue may be subject to
change.

(4) Road and River Station “Flower Road Eniwa”

A digital signage terminal is installed at the site to provide
tourist information in five languages (English, Simplified
Chinese, Traditional Chinese, Korean, and Thai).
https://www.hanaroadeniwa.jp/

Information from Sunagawa City

(1) Sunagawa Sweet Road

Coal mines once flourished in the area surrounding
Sunagawa City, and sweet foods were favored by coal
miners to relieve their fatigue.

For this reason, Sunagawa City is still dotted with sweets
shops and cafes.

In this town called “Sunagawa Sweet Road,” you will find
a variety of delicious sweets that are unique to each store.
https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=book
marks

https://www.instagram.com/sunagawasweetroad/

(2) Sunagawa Highway Oasis

Sunagawa Highway Oasis is located adjacent to Hokkaido
Children’s Land and directly connected to the inbound and
outbound lanes of the Hokkaido Expressway. This facility
is an “oasis” surrounded by magnificent nature where
visitors can relax after a long day of travel. Local stores
and souvenir shops from famous establishments in
Hokkaido are lined up, and delicious meals are also
available.

The second floor is a multi-purpose hall that can be used
for meetings and other events, and is also open to the
public as a playground for toddlers.

https://www.sunagawa-ho.co.jp

https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.highway.oasis/

https://www.instagram.com/sunagawa_highway_oasis/

(3) Sunagawa Oasis Park

This waterside recreation area was created on the site of the
former Ishikari River. The waterfront recreation area covers
an area of 100 hectares, where visitors can enjoy yachting,
canoeing, fishing, and other activities. The surrounding
footpaths allow visitors to fully enjoy nature walks and bird
watching, and the park is an “oasis” for citizens, providing
a relaxing space for jogging, barbequing, dog walking, and
other activities.

https://sunagawa-kankou.com/enjoy/1313/
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Other: inbound website
https://city.japanin.jp/sunagawa

Information from Kushiro City
(1) Enjoy the Natural Environment of Kushiro-
shitsugen (Kushiro Wetland) through Ecotourism
Located in the eastern part of Hokkaido, Kushiro-shitsugen
became the first Ramsar Site in Japan in 1980. It is the
largest marshland in the country and is marked by a
network of tributaries of the Kushiro River, which flows
through the marsh from north to south. The marsh is home
to a variety of rare flora and fauna species, including the
red-crowned crane, which is a special natural monument of
Japan, and the Siberian salamander. Kushiro-shitsugen,
designated as a national park in 1987, is noted for its well-
protected core area, preserving its untouched natural
beauty.
You can enjoy many different activities in Kushiro
Shitsugen National Park. Take in the spectacular views
from observation decks, walk along the wooden
boardwalks, paddle down the river by canoe, or explore the
wetlands on horseback. Camping and snowshoe hiking in
winter are also popular, so you can enjoy the beauty of the
wetlands throughout the year. With a variety of activities to
choose from, visitors of all ages and fitness levels can
enjoy nature while supporting sustainable ecotourism.
We warmly invite you to visit Kushiro Shitsugen National
Park. Joining a guided tour with a local guide is a
wonderful way to discover the park’s rich natural
environment, unique wildlife, and many hidden attractions.
We eagerly await your visit.
* Kushiro Shitsugen National Park Liaison Association
http://www.kushiro-shitsugen-np.ip
Phone: 0154-31-4594
* Kushiro International Wetland Centre (KIWC)
https://www.kiwc.net/english/
Phone: 0154-32-3110
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/kushiroKIWC/

(2) Roadside Station Akan Tancho no Sato

This roadside station is located about 10 minutes from
Akan IC on the Doto Expressway. In addition to purchasing
souvenirs and dining, visitors can also bathe in the natural
hot spring baths on the premises. It also offers lodging
facilities, an RV park, and campgrounds. At the nearby
Akan International Crane Center [Gurus], one can observe
various wild birds, including red-crowned cranes.
https://www.akan.jp/
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Information from Takikawa City

(1) Sorachi Wine x Wine Festa 2026

Sorachi Wine x Wine Festa is an event where you can
enjoy wines from Ebeotsu in Takikawa City and other
wines made in the Sorachi region. This year is the 11th
festival, and many people join every year.

To enter, you need to buy an advance ticket or a ticket at
the venue.

Advance tickets cost ¥4,000 and are available in three
types: Ebeotsu Wine, White Wine, and Red Wine. Each
ticket includes an appetizer, a wine glass, and a raffle
ticket.

Same-day tickets cost ¥1,000 and include a wine glass and
a raffle ticket.

There will be live jazz music and food trucks selling dishes
that pair well with wine. Come and enjoy delicious Sorachi
wines and great food!

Date & Time: Saturday, August 22, 3:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.
Venue: Heiwa Park (1-6 Myojin-cho, Takikawa City)

For more information and updates, please check the official
website and Instagram.

Official website:
https://www.city.takikawa.lg.ip/site/kanko/2212.html
Instagram: https:/www.instagram.com/takikawa photo/

(2) Information from Takikawa International Exchange
Association(TIEA)

TIEA offers a Japanese conversation program “Takikawa
Nihongo Hiroba” where you can interact with local
Japanese and other foreign participants. Upcoming events
will be held on the following dates: July 26 (Sun), August
22 (Sat), September 13 (Sun), October 25 (Sun), November
14 (Sat), December 5 (Sat), January 30 (Sat), February 20
(Sat), and March 6 (Sat).

Sessions are held once or twice a month.

To participate, please register using the Google Form
below:

https://forms.gle/V72g8enXhBViXSVF5A

For more information about Nihongo Hiroba, please visit

the website below.
Instagram :
https://www.instagram.com/tieafriends?igsh=NTd0ejQycH

ZhY2Ix&utm_source=qr

HP : http://www.msknet.ne.jp/~tiea/

Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/ticafds/?locale=ja_JP

Information from Engaru Town
Located in the Okhotsk region of eastern Hokkaido, Engaru
Town is home to one of the largest cosmos flower gardens


https://www.city.takikawa.lg.jp/site/kanko/2212.html
https://www.instagram.com/takikawa_photo/
https://forms.gle/V7g8gnXhBViXSVF5A
https://www.instagram.com/tieafriends?igsh=NTd0ejQycHZhY2Ix&utm_source=qr
https://www.instagram.com/tieafriends?igsh=NTd0ejQycHZhY2Ix&utm_source=qr
http://www.msknet.ne.jp/~tiea/
https://www.facebook.com/tieafds/?locale=ja_JP

in Japan.

(1) Taiyo no Oka Cosmos Festa 2026

From late August to late September, approximately 10
million cosmos flowers of around 20 varieties bloom at the
Cosmos Garden in Taiyo no Oka Engaru Park.

On Sunday, September 6, the Cosmos Festa will feature
dance performances, stage shows, and other activities for
both adults and children.

We hope you will take this opportunity to visit Engaru
Town and enjoy the beautiful cosmos flowers.

Location: 70-1 Marudai, Engaru, Hokkaido

Admission: Adults (high school students and older): ¥600 /
Children (elementary and junior high school students):
¥300

Cosmos Garden: https://cosmos-love.com

Engaru Tourism Association: https://www.engaru-

kankou.jp

(2) Japanese Language Exchange Gathering "Enpyon"
Engaru Town hosts "Enpyon," a Japanese language
exchange gathering, once a month.

Participants can practice Japanese by talking with local
residents using Easy Japanese and by taking part in
community events.

For more information, please visit the website below or
search for "Engaru Enpyon."

Website: https://engaru.jp

Instagram: https:/www.instagram.com/engaru_town_info

Information from Kuchan Town

(1) Kutchan Japanese Language Salon “Niko-chan”
You can study Japanese and chat with local people at this
salon. Meetings are held on Wednesdays from 10:00 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. and Thursdays from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
For information on dates when the salon is closed, please
see the Multicultural Coexistence page of the Kutchan
Town website.
https://www.town.kutchan.hokkaido.jp/town_administratio

n/intecultural/

(2) 64rd Kutchan Potato Festival

This annual summer festival celebrates Kutchan’s famous
potatoes with a variety of events for all ages.

Popular activities include “Potato Grab,” where
participants fill a bag with potatoes to take home, and
“Steamed Potato Giveaway,” where freshly steamed
potatoes are handed out to taste for free, while a fireworks
display concludes the festivities.
https://www.town.kutchan.hokkaido.jp/tourism/jaga-
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matsuri/64_jaga-matsuri/
http://www.facebook.com/NPOIIA (in Japanese)

Information from Asahikawa International Committee
(1) Fun Language Exchange Events

The Asahikawa City International Committee hosts
exchange events in four languages.

+ Japanese Lounge (An event where Japanese people and
foreigners who want to speak Japanese gather)

- Casual language Lounge (An exchange event for people
who want to practice speaking Korean, Russian, and
Chinese) .

At all of these lounge events, groups of 3 to 5 participants
enjoy conversations. They engage in various exchange
activities, such as teaching each other about their own
countries’ languages and cultures.

+ Japanese Study Session: An easy Japanese study session
is held at the Asahikawa International Center (AIC) on
August 8", September 8", October 10%, and November 6th.
AIC volunteers serve as teachers.

(2) Games & Potluck Social Event
We offer a variety of fun events where both children and
adults can experience different cultures and make new
friends.
* Fun Fridays
Practice English with native English speakers through
games, quizzes, and other fun activities!
Daytime: 2nd & 4th Friday of every month / Evening:
2nd Friday of every month
* Friendship Party
A cultural exchange event for both children and adults to
enjoy together.
Date: Saturday, November 28

(3) Enjoy Delicious Food from Around the World
International Cooking Class

Learn how to prepare traditional dishes from around the
world with international residents as your instructors.
Date: Mid-October

-AIC Café

Back by popular demand! Enjoy cocktails and other
beverages from around the world prepared by international
residents, along with a variety of delicious foods.

Date & Time: Friday, September 4, 3:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m.
For more information, please visit the Asahikawa
International Center website:

https://asahikawaic.jp
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2. Information from the HIECC

Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center

The Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center is located
on the 12th floor of the Hokkaido Government Annex
Building. If you have any problems in your daily life
concerning such matters as visa status, work, taxes,
pension, etc., please feel free to contact the Hokkaido
Foreign Resident Support Center. Various social media
(Facebook, LINE, WeChat, Skype, WhatsApp, Kakao Talk)
can also be used.

For more details, please click here.
http://www.hiecc.or.jp/soudan

/ (in 12 languages including Japanese, English, Chinese,
etc.)

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/hiecc.support

Promoting Hokkaido’s Attractions by International
Students (Social Media)

International students studying at universities in Hokkaido
post about the attractions of Hokkaido on the social media.
You can search posts by country.

https://www.hiecc.or.jp/hiecc-post/index.html

[ 1]
3. Information from the Hokkaido Government

Information from Hokkaido Museum

Hokkaido Museum (Mori no Charenga) is a museum where
you can learn about the nature, history, and culture of
Hokkaido.

The museum collects, preserves, and displays valuable
materials related to Hokkaido. It also conducts research on
Hokkaido’s history, its natural environment and the
relationship between nature and people, Ainu culture, and
the lives of people who moved to Hokkaido from Japan’s
main island.

An audio guide for the permanent exhibition is available
for rent at the ticket counter. It is offered in the following
seven languages:

-Japanese, English, Simplified Chinese, Traditional
Chinese, Korean, Russian, and Thai.

Multilingual information boards are also available
throughout the museum in the following six languages:
-Japanese, English, Simplified Chinese, Traditional
Chinese, Korean, and Russian.

The museum hosts a variety of exhibitions and events
every month. We hope you will come and visit us!
<Opening Hours>

May-September: 9:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.


http://www.hiecc.or.jp/soudan
https://www.facebook.com/hiecc.support
https://www.hiecc.or.jp/hiecc-post/index.html

October—April: 9:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

<Closed>

-Every Monday

(If Monday is a national holiday or a substitute holiday, the
museum is closed on the following weekday.)

- December 29 — January 3

*Closing days may change. Please check the Hokkaido
Museum website before your visit.
https://www.hm.pref.hokkaido.lg.ip/

<Admission>

- Adults: ¥800

- University and High School Students: ¥300

* Admission is free for junior high school students and

younger, and for visitors aged 65 and over.

Hokkaido Red Brick News

The Red Brick Bulletin is a monthly publication by
Coordinators for International Relations (CIR) at the
Hokkaido Government introducing the status of exchanges
between Hokkaido and its friendship partner regions, the
attractions of Hokkaido, and information about the
friendship partner regions.

The Red Brick Bulletin (English)
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.ip/ss/tsk/akarenga eng.htm
2188 (Chinese)
https://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/100187.html
o}7}dl7} B4l (Korean)
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido_akarenga
kr.htm

[T
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4. Information on employment

Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2027

Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2027 has
been published by Japan Student Services Organization
(JASSO).

https://www.jasso.go.jp/ryugaku/after_study j/job/guide.ht
ml (Japanese, English)

GaijinPot

The largest job site for foreign nationals in Japan. The site
allows you to search by keyword, and also lists companies
that accept applications from overseas.
https://gaijinpot.com/ja/

[ 1]
5. Information on learning Japanese

Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (JLPT)
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This is the world's largest-scale language testing program
that certifies the Japanese language proficiency of non-
native speakers. The Japanese-Language Proficiency Test
(Nihongo Noryoku Shiken) has five levels (N1, N2, N3, N4,
NS).

2026 Test Dates: Sunday, July 5, and Sunday, December 6

Japanese Language Proficiency Test for Practical Use
(J.TEST)

The Practical Japanese Proficiency Test (J.TEST) is an
objective measure of Japanese language proficiency, and is
taken annually by approximately 60,000 people in 13
countries around the world, including international
students, company employees, and students of Japanese
language schools.

¥ For details & application, please visit here (in Japanese
and English)

https://j-test.jp/

Japanese Language NAT-TEST

The Japanese NAT-TEST is a test to evaluate the Japanese
language proficiency of non-native speakers of Japanese,
comprehensively assessing Japanese proficiency in the
three areas of “Character/Vocabulary,” “Listening
Comprehension,” and “Reading Comprehension” at each of
the five levels. The test criteria and structure are almost the
same as those of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test
(JLPT).

% For details & application, please visit here (in Japanese
and English)

http://www.nat-test.com/

BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test

The BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test is to assess
communication skills such as language used in Japanese
business society, and there are two types of tests: individual
and group. For the individual test, register an account at the
website below, and then make a reservation to take the test.
When you make a reservation, you choose the test site (test
center) and test schedule.

*For details & application, please visit
https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/ (Japanese, English)

Edited and Issued by Hokkaido International Exchange and
Cooperation Center (HIECC)
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*If you wish to register or withdraw, please send a message

to glpn@hiecc.or.jp

MmN
X B aE A }‘ (Links to relevant sites)
AR ES ) L

[EX=P/N"
AeygaE by g f a*EI?i (Hokkaido Disaster Prevention
Information)

https://www.bousai-hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English, CT,

CS, Korean Russian)

-JEHEB B EeHE HOKKAIDO LOVE! (Hokkaido
Official Tourism Website)
https://www.visit-hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English, CT,
CS, Korean, Thai, Indonesia)
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