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*An English version of this newsletter follows
the Japanese version.
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The HIECC Newsletter provides useful information about
Hokkaido, as well as employment, and Japanese language
study in the prefecture, not only to foreign students and
residents living in Hokkaido, but also to foreign residents who

had lived in the prefecture.

——Table of Contents

1. Useful information about Hokkaido
Information from Municipalities: Asahikawa City, Kushiro
City, Sunagawa City, Takikawa City, Ikeda Town and
Nakashibetsu Town

2. Information from the HIECC

3. Information from the Hokkaido Government

4. Information on Employment

5. Information on Learning Japanese
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1. Useful information about Hokkaido
Information from Municipalities: Asahikawa City,
Kushiro City, Sunagawa City, Takikawa City, Ikeda Town

and Nakashibetsu Town

Information from Asahikawa City

(1) Fun Language Exchange Events

The Asahikawa City International Exchange Committee

hosts exchange events in four languages.

® Japanese Lounge (An event where Japanese people and
foreigners who want to speak Japanese gather)

® Korean Exchange Lounge

® Russian Exchange Lounge

® Chinese Exchange Lounge

At all of these lounge events, groups of 3 to 5 participants

enjoy conversations. They engage in various exchange

activities, such as teaching each other about their own

countries’ languages and cultures.

® Japanese Study Session: An easy Japanese study



session is held at the Asahikawa International Center
(AIC) on November 29th. AIC volunteers serve as

teachers.

(2) Games & Potluck Social Event

® Holiday Potluck: For both Japanese nationals and
foreigners! Enjoy games, then socialize while eating
different dishes that everyone has brought along to
share.

December 20 (Sat.), 11:30 a.m. —

https://asahikawaic.jp

Information from Kushiro City

Kushiro City, located on the Pacific coast in eastern
Hokkaido, features Akan-Mashu and Kushiro Wetlands
National Parks, offering captivating scenery throughout all
seasons. With a cool average summer high of 21.5°C,
Kushiro’s sunset is said to be one of the three greatest
sunsets in the world, alongside those in Bali and Manila Bay.
It is a city where you can experience nature and culture,
encounter Special Natural Monuments like marimo moss
balls and red-crowned cranes, and explore Ainu traditions at

places like Ainu Kotan.

® Roadside Station Akan Tancho no Sato

This roadside station is located about 10 minutes from Akan
IC on the Doto Expressway. In addition to purchasing
souvenirs and dining, visitors can also bathe in the natural
hot spring baths on the premises. It also offers lodging
facilities, an RV park, and campgrounds. At the nearby Akan
International Crane Center [Gurus], one can observe various
wild birds, including red-crowned cranes.

https://www.akan.jp/

Information from Sunagawa City

(1) Sunagawa Sweet Road

Coal mines once flourished in the area surrounding
Sunagawa City, and sweet foods were favored by coal
miners to relieve their fatigue.

For this reason, Sunagawa City is still dotted with sweets


https://asahikawaic.jp/

shops and cafes.
In this town called “Sunagawa Sweet Road,” you will find
a variety of delicious sweets that are unique to each store.

https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.sweetroad/?ref=book

marks

https://www.instagram.com/sunagawasweetroad/

(2) Sunagawa Highway Oasis

Sunagawa Highway Oasis is located adjacent to Hokkaido
Children’s Land and directly connected to the inbound and
outbound lanes of the Hokkaido Expressway. This facility
is an “oasis” surrounded by magnificent nature where
visitors can relax after a long day of travel. Local stores
and souvenir shops from famous establishments in
Hokkaido are lined up, and delicious meals are also

available.

The second floor is a multi-purpose hall that can be used
for meetings and other events, and is also open to the
public as a playground for toddlers.

https://www.sunagawa-ho.co.jp

https://www.facebook.com/sunagawa.highway.oasis/

https://www.instagram.com/sunagawa_highway_oasis/

(3) Sunagawa Qasis Park

This waterside recreation area was created on the site of the
former Ishikari River. The waterfront recreation area covers
an area of 100 hectares, where visitors can enjoy yachting,
canoeing, fishing, and other activities. The surrounding
footpaths allow visitors to fully enjoy nature walks and bird
watching, and the park is an “oasis” for citizens, providing
a relaxing space for jogging, barbequing, dog walking, and
other activities.

https://sunagawa-kankou.com/enjoy/1313/

Other: inbound website

https://city.japanin.jp/sunagawa

Information from Takikawa City

(1) Takikawa Fureai no Sato Pokapoka Winter Festival
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https://sunagawa-kankou.com/enjoy/1313/
https://city.japanin.jp/sunagawa

This event held at the Takikawa Fureai no Sato hot spring
facility in Takikawa City is fun for adults and children alike.
You can also enjoy the hot spring as well as delicious meals
at the restaurant.

February 7 (Sat.), 2026
https://www.city.takikawa.lg.jp/site/kanko/17677.html

(2) 24th Takikawa Paper Bag Lantern Festival

This one-night-only event lasting just three hours consists of
paper bag lanterns illuminated by candles. These lanterns are
created by Takikawa citizens and are displayed from JR
Takikawa Station along the streets in the shopping district.
February 21 (Sat.), 2026

https://www.lantern-takikawa.jp/

(3) Information from Takikawa International Exchange
Association(TIEA)

TIEA offers a Japanese conversation program “Takikawa
Nihongo Hiroba” where you can interact with local Japanese
and other foreign participants. Upcoming events will be held
on the following dates: December 14(Sun)2025, January 11
(Sun), February 8(Sun) & 21(Sun), March 29(Sun)2026

http://www.msknet.ne.jp/~tiea/

https://www.facebook.com/ticafds/?locale=ja JP

Information from Ikeda Town

(1) Initiatives for Coexistence with Foreign Residents in the

Community

® Japanese Language Learning Support Training Course
in Ikeda Town

An “Easy Japanese” course was started for Japanese people

and Japanese-speaking foreigners to enable better

communication with foreign residents living in the

community.

® Project of Placing English Signs in the Town

Based on the concept of “Ikeda Town: A Place Without any
Barriers Between Japanese and Foreign Residents,” this
project was started in August. More and more English signs

are now spreading throughout Ikeda Town, and include


https://www.city.takikawa.lg.jp/site/kanko/17677.html
https://www.lantern-takikawa.jp/

English translations of facility guides and English (as well

as some Korean and Chinese) menus at local eateries.

(2) Spots in the Area to Promote to Foreign Residents

® Wine Castle

The most famous facility in Ikeda Town is the Wine Castle.
Its official name is the Ikeda Town Grape and Wine Research
Institute, but its exterior resembles a medieval European
castle, so it is now affectionately known as the Wine Castle.
It is a facility that satisfies all five senses, featuring a wine
aging room, a brandy distillation room, a rooftop
observation plaza, a restaurant, and a shopping corner.

https://ikeda-wj.org/

Information from Nakashibetsu Town

(1) Nakashibetsu Japanese Club

Nakashibetsu Town hosts the Nakashibetsu Japanese Club,
a Japanese language study group led by the town’s
Coordinator for International Relations (CIR).

By reading aloud and practicing conversation, participants
learn useful Japanese expressions used during work and
daily life. Participation is free.

December 21 (Sat.)
https://www.nakashibetsu.jp/kurashi/tabunka_kokusai/even

L7/

(2) CAFE Kotoba no Mori

Nakashibetsu Town regularly hosts the international
exchange event “CAFE Kotoba no Mori.” Why not try
speaking a foreign language if you’re Japanese, or Japanese
if you’re a foreigner?

Through conversation and games, you can interact with
foreigners and Japanese residents living in the area.
January 17 (Sat.), 2026
https://www.nakashibetsu.jp/kurashi/tabunka kokusai/even

t7/

(3) 51st Nakashibetsu Winter Festival

This annual festival celebrates winter in Nakashibetsu Town.


https://www.nakashibetsu.jp/kurashi/tabunka_kokusai/event_7/
https://www.nakashibetsu.jp/kurashi/tabunka_kokusai/event_7/
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https://www.nakashibetsu.jp/kurashi/tabunka_kokusai/event_7/

The venue is decorated with cute snowman-shaped lanterns,
and there are many activities that can be enjoyed by both
adults and children. Savor the snow, ice, and winter to the
fullest.

February 7 (Sat.), 8 (Sun.), 2026
https://kaiyoudai.jp/index.php/sightseeing/winterfestival/

2. Information from the HIECC

Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center

The Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center is located on
the 12th floor of the Hokkaido Government Annex Building.
If you have any problems in your daily life concerning such
matters as visa status, work, taxes, pension, etc., please feel
free to contact the Hokkaido Foreign Resident Support Center.
Various social media (Facebook, LINE, WeChat, Skype,
WhatsApp, Kakao Talk) can also be used.

For more details, please click here.
http://www.hiecc.or.jp/soudan/ (in 12 languages including
Japanese, English, Chinese, etc.)

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/hiecc.support

Promoting Hokkaido’s Attractions by International
Students (Social Media)

International students studying at universities in Hokkaido
post about the attractions of Hokkaido on the social media.
You can search posts by country.

https://www.hiecc.or.jp/hiecc-post/index.html

3. Information from the Hokkaido Government

Hokkaido Red Brick News

The Red Brick Bulletin is a monthly publication by
Coordinators for International Relations (CIR) at the
Hokkaido Government introducing the status of exchanges
between Hokkaido and its friendship partner regions, the

attractions of Hokkaido, and information about the


https://kaiyoudai.jp/index.php/sightseeing/winterfestival/
https://www.facebook.com/hiecc.support
https://www.hiecc.or.jp/hiecc-post/index.html

friendship partner regions.

The Red Brick Bulletin (English)
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/akarenga eng.htm
4L & 815 (Chinese)
https://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/100187.html
o}7td 7} F4l (Korean)
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido_akarenga
kr.htm

4. Information on employment

Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2027

Job Hunting Guide for International Students 2027 has
been published by Japan Student Services Organization
(JASSO).

https://www.jasso.go.jp/ryugaku/after_study j/job/guide.ht
ml

(Japanese, English)

GaijinPot

The largest job site for foreign nationals in Japan. The site
allows you to search by keyword, and also lists companies
that accept applications from overseas.

https://gaijinpot.com/ja/

5. Information on learning Japanese

Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (JLPT)

This is the world's largest-scale language testing program
that certifies the Japanese language proficiency of non-
native speakers. The Japanese-Language Proficiency Test
(Nihongo Noryoku Shiken) has five levels (N1, N2, N3, N4,
NS).

2025 Test Dates: Sunday, July 6, and Sunday, December 7

Japanese Language Proficiency Test for Practical Use

(J.TEST)


http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/akarenga_eng.htm
https://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/100187.html
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido_akarenga_kr.htm
http://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/ss/tsk/hokkaido_akarenga_kr.htm

The Practical Japanese Proficiency Test (J.TEST) is an
objective measure of Japanese language proficiency, and is
taken annually by approximately 60,000 people in 13
countries around the world, including international
students, company employees, and students of Japanese
language schools.

¥ For details & application, please visit here (in Japanese

and English)
https://j-test.jp/

Japanese Language NAT-TEST

The Japanese NAT-TEST is a test to evaluate the Japanese
language proficiency of non-native speakers of Japanese,
comprehensively assessing Japanese proficiency in the
three areas of “Character/Vocabulary,” “Listening
Comprehension,” and “Reading Comprehension” at each of
the five levels. The test criteria and structure are almost the
same as those of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test
(JLPT).

¥ For details & application, please visit here (in Japanese
and English)

http://www.nat-test.com/

BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test

The BJT Business Japanese Proficiency Test is to assess
communication skills such as language used in Japanese
business society, and there are two types of tests: individual
and group. For the individual test, register an account at the
website below, and then make a reservation to take the test.
When you make a reservation, you choose the test site (test
center) and test schedule.

YeFor details & application, please visit

https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/ (Japanese, English)
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Edited and Issued by Hokkaido International Exchange and
Cooperation Center (HIECC)



https://j-test.jp/
https://www.kanken.or.jp/bjt/
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Hokkaido Govt. Annex BLDG 12th floor, West 7 North 3,
Chuo-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido 060-0003
TEL: +81-11-221-7840
HP: https://www.hiecc.or.jp/

M A— L= AT 3 //5*%%32{4 ’% I glpn@hiecc.or.jp A—
N TEENY,

*If you wish to register or withdraw, please send a message

to glpn@hiecc.or.jp

MmN
X B aE A }‘ (Links to relevant sites)
AR ES ) L

[EX=P/N"
AeygaE by g f a*EI?i (Hokkaido Disaster Prevention
Information)

https://www.bousai-hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English, CT,

CS, Korean Russian)

-JEHEB B EeHE HOKKAIDO LOVE! (Hokkaido
Official Tourism Website)
https://www.visit-hokkaido.jp/ (Japanese, English, CT,
CS, Korean, Thai, Indonesia)



https://www.hiecc.or.jp/
https://www.bousai-hokkaido.jp/
https://www.visit-hokkaido.jp/

